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                    PRESS RELEASE
           Sol Art Gallery Present

                ‘WHAT LIES BENEATH’

                                    An Exhibition of New Work by 

                           Katarzyna Gajewska & Rikki van den Berg

               December 2nd – 5th
         OFFICIAL OPENING 7.30PM TUESDAY DECEMBER 2nd 2008   
FILMBASE, TEMPLE BAR, DUBLIN 2

Sol Art Gallery Present ‘What Lies Beneath’ an exhibition of new artwork by Katarzyna Gajewska and Rikki van den Berg.  The exhibition will be officially opened by the Dutch Ambassador to Ireland Mr. Robert Engels and Dr. Jacek Rosa, Deputy Head of Mission, Political and Cultural Affairs for the Polish Embassy in Ireland on December 2nd at 7.30pm at Filmbase in Temple Bar.  The exhibition has been highly anticipated as the artists are quickly becoming rising stars in the Irish art scene.  
Polish artist Katarzyna Gajewska who lives in Ireland is an artist definitely tipped as ‘the one to watch’.  Katarzyna describes her painting process as something between her dreams and documentation. She states; ‘My art is situated in the middle – not in the realistic and not in the abstract, in popular meaning. 

I am looking for human simplicity and complexity in the same way.

 I am trying to catch the casual feelings, naked and defenceless in their realism, and then with understanding and patience I start to build portraits. 

My portraits are like multilayered cocoons, profoundly intimate, sexual or innocent. Psychological topography; still glances, crucial in their expression are uncovered in layers of my paint. Bold, rich and dramatic faces are like language; pulsing and inspiring. My portraits are my form of communication. For me no subject is sacred. The role of provocative feelings, persuasion, as well as the human impulse to beautify compels my works of art. 

I don’t use any tools besides my hands – to be closer. I could say that my art is a first hand emotion – and that’s why I am painting only with my hands. It allows me to make close ups much deeper than they really are. I love using extreme zooming in – in life and in my paintings. My inspirations are deeply rooted in myself. I’m trying to search for inspiration every day: To reach for the deep feelings hidden below the surface of appearances, to pull them out from behind the window pane. It is a permanent record of fleeting sensations. This release from naturalism is a real struggle between the forces of creation and destruction.’
Rikki van den Berg’s paintings are hidden jewels deeply engulfed in symbolism that unfolds over time.  Rikki originally from the Netherlands has made Ireland her home.
Her imagery uses aspects of nature, life and mythology. Where the subject doesn’t derive from her own personal experiences, Rikki will search for an object, shape, image or story which  can hold or correspond with her own feelings. ‘I look, I find and I relate to an image and then I start working on it; creating a structure to hold my own feelings’. Painting is my real truth; sometimes it’s like my  paintings are my diary; they tell me what I’m trying to say’. This leads to her more symbolic  work in which she uses simple abstracted figures, often using animals  e.g. the swan to support her story, capturing a profound beauty and a sense of sadness or stillness. She frequently combines the worksurface with soft elements of textiles and papers, building up layers of material and paint,”It’s almost as if I am trying to mould the feeling onto the canvas as if I can touch it and hold on to it”.  Her recent work shows more use of different materials mixed with paint to create texture and  contrast.
The exhibition will run at Filmbase, Curved Street, Temple Bar, Dublin 2 until December 5th.  The pieces can be viewed online prior to the exhibition at www.solart.ie.
For More Information or Pictures Contact: 
Sol Art Gallery, Churchview Square, Cavan.
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